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From Director’'s Desk

@entral Sericultural Germ-
plasm Resources Centre
(CSGRC), Hosur continued
to concentrate on mandated
activities  covering germ-
plasm management, charact-
erization, evaluation  for
suitability under different
agro-climatic conditions in
collaboration with other CSB units, and training of
scientific and technical manpower. The activities
aimed at pest and disease free conservation of
mulberry and silkworm races for wider utilization and
evaluation for crop improvement.
This Newsletter highlights the salient activities of the
Centre during April — September 2018.

Dr. Satish Verma

DIRECTOR l/c.

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

The Centre carried out systematic conservation and
maintenance of 1,292 mulberry  accessions
[Indigenous - 1007; Exotic - 285] and 475 silkworm
germplasm accessions [Multivoltine — 83, Bivoltine —
369 and Mutants - 23]. The scientific evaluation and
characterization of mulberry and silkworm genetic
resources are also continued for identification of
promising accessions for different applications. A total
of seven research projects are continued at the centre
of which, two projects were taken up by other CSB
institutes and CSGRC Hosur was one of the
collaborators. Further, a multi-institutional DBT funded
project on genetic enhancement of mulberry with
CSGRC Hosur as one of the collaborators and one
program on conservation of silkworm genetic
resources are initiated. However, as per decision
taken during the meeting to review Action Plan for
2018-19 and keeping in view of the centre’s mandate,
the project on cryopreservation of tasar silk moth
semen and artificial insemination was shifted to
CTR&TI Ranchi.

Published by: Dr. Satish Verma, Director I/c.
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WELCOME - New Director I/c and Scientists

During the period under report,
Dr. Satish Verma, Scientist-E
took charge as the Director I/C
on transfer from CSR&TI
Mysore. The officers and staff
gave a warm welcome and
Dr.Verma held interactive meet
with all staff and farm workers
and discussed the activities of
the centre.

Five more scientists also joined the Centre viz.
Dr. D.S.Somaprakash, Scientist-D, Dr. S. Masilamani,
Scientist — D, Dr.C.R.Nagaraj, Scientist-D, Dr.Jameela
Khatoon, Scientist — D (R&S) and Smt.G.Punitavathy,
Scientist — D.

Dr. Jameela Khatoon Smt. G. Punithavathy

MEETING

Regular monthly review meetings and two Research
Council  meetings were held under the
Chairpersonship of Director, CSGRC Hosur wherein
progress of ongoing research projects, new project
proposals and other activities were discussed.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Independence Day celebration
The Independence
Day was celebrated
on 15" August, 2018
in the campus by
hoisting of  the
National Flag with
participation of all
Scientists, Officers,
Staff members,
Skilled Farm Workers and their family members. This
was followed by planting of coconut saplings within
the campus premises.

Swachh Bharat activities

As a part of the Swachh Bharat activities, two toilets
for Skilled Workers of the Centre constructed near
the farm house were made functional and formally
handed over to them. Further ornamental plants
were also planted around the area.

CSGRC Newsletter Page 2



Vol. XVIII, No. 1, 2018-19

Half Yearly Newsletter

September 2018

IoTEs HUH F ALY § IoRe arel
dur ufsasr 3R gy Sfiel @ Sise
arell HE&T #AgY (STeTer 500-600 Hiex
odl) WUdaR 3R 39 gt snfsar &
THT EIT AT| 30 FEY A, Q1 qoeqw

dffeeTs & 3maarE & Sfer @ TEld FCA § 3R e &
AR & ALT A IR dlell JET gl H QU R &
WIdaR 3R 39 arer nf3at A A fRar g A @rer
SHET F S e T AOE IRATIA g T e gas
GUAART & ghr gg o AR S & Sfier I & @A oA 39
ot @ fham arfh AT e HaE & FETRIYOT & FHel
39T HT Feh |

&t 18.09.2018 & Fheg H Tacodl & JaT W Uh FHRIHA
H IRH R ST Tl FTaRat & Tacoar ufaer o =@
AW |,

JRY A o IR Ta=e W & Hgcd W g fear 3k
gt AT A1 IfhT ARfERT & @y IR J vh TaTodr
RIS Fr o o

A eI TAUT URER & G SHIE o olled Figd ;T
HICUTel, URMEUT el & 9 H @l Sl B8
WOdAR  HFd  fHar @n WEhe  feded  |Eo@r
HICUAR & FHE 3UAET X, WHHE 95 H TS qour
AR FARET g Hreareld JasiFer H o am @ = |
&g & HER HeT I A fRAr I AR A # 3RT wA A
afeyd ®9 & @ IAT| 37097, Uil aeq3it i sier =
Y 3ad # IquEEh T @ & for el & g
SRR 3R T H WG FfGAr R AR e
AT TG Wlell sheolRT ol T9elel fohar 3|

Hae 3R M HSROT & AHA Gl Follh T ALT & 8 A6
fRaT IAT| FHIART TG, Hedrdd 99T, AP TG LTIMHI0T
SHSAT & AdNHIOT H U Gfer mH werfa W gl

a2 e

Swachh Bharat activities at CSGRC campus

The main canal (about 500-600 mitrs [;
length) connecting Anthivadi and Hosur
Lakes passing through CSGRC Campus [&
was covered with weeds and overgrown &
shrubs. With the support of “THE
PEOPLE’S SOCIETY OF HOSUR” a NGO =S E
working on environment, conservation and lake
preservation in and around Hosur, Tamilnadu, the
entire length of the main canal passing through the
centre was cleared of weeds / shrubs and thorny
plants. The centre also took up clearing of
uncultivated land covered with  overgrown
parthenium grass and other noxious weeds adjacent
to the field gene bank for its utilization to take up
plantation of new mulberry collections.

A program on Swachhata
Hi Seva was also initiated
on 18.09.2018 at the |e
Centre with taking of the
Swachhata Pledge by all
the employees. On the
occasion, the Director l/c
emphasized on the importance of keeping the
campus clean and a cleanliness drive was
undertaken within the campus with active
participation of all the employees.

The mulberry gardens and open areas in the
campus including the lawn and vacant areas behind
rearing, reeling sections were made weed free. The
silkworm rearing houses were also maintained clean
by resorting to effective use of disinfectants, bed
cleaning and recycling rearing waste for composting.
The Store room of the Centre was cleaned and
arranged the things in proper order. Further, the
unserviceable articles were sorted out and
recommended for condemnation.

All the laboratories and work places were cleaned
and outdated chemicals and empty containers were
disposed off.
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Old files in the Administrative Block were sorted and
20 files as well as 14 box files with vouchers were
shifted to the record room. Subsequently, the open
areas and passages in front of the Staff quarters,
Office building, Guest House, Children Park, Rearing
Houses, Reeling Building and Cold Storage were also
cleaned. The renovation work of Staff Quarters,
Rearing houses, Grainage and Reeling Units, the
painting works are in progress.

World Environment Day
The World Environment
Day was celebrated on
June 5th 2018 by
planting Terminalia arjuna
saplings in a portion of
the area cleared during
Swatch Bharat activities.
Students and teacher of 7 ‘ s e
Govt. School, Andhivadi and staff and officers of
CSGRC Hosur, Eri SSPC and NSSO Cold Storage
Plant, Hosur participated in the celebrations. Further
the students also participated in sowing of seeds and
planting of thorny plants for developing live fencing
along the boundary of the campus.

International Yoga Day

The Centre celebrated International Yoga Day on
21.6.2018. Volunteers from the Isha Yoga Centre,
Hosur gave a demonstration of yoga. Two sessions
were held one in English and the other in Tamil. All
staff members participated in the yoga sessions.

Invited lecture

The Centre organized an invited lecture by
Dr. Kiran Petkar, Sparsh Hospital, Bengaluru on
17.7.18 wherein he delivered a presentation on
“Plastic surgery today”. The officers and staff of the
Centre as well as staff from Eri SSPC and Cold
Storage Plant, NSSO, Hosur participated in the
programme. The talk was an eye opener on the latest
technologies and procedures involved in plastic
surgery. The participants put forth their doubts which
were cleared by Dr. Kiran. He invited the participants
to visit Sparsh Hospital, Bengaluru for obtaining
firsthand information on the same and ensured all
help in case of need.
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Official language implementation

Two workshops  were organized towards
implementation of Official language (Hindi) during the
period under report jointly with Eri SSPC and Cold
Storage Plant, Hosur on 25.06.2018 and 29.09.2018.
The first workshop consisted of invited lecture by Mr.
Komal Singh, Assistant Director (RB) of the Hindi
Teaching Scheme, Chennai and the other by Shri
Rajanatesan, Hindi Translator, Indian Institute of
Astrophysics.

The first workshop covered topics on introduction of
official language, technical glossary, implementation
etc., while, the second workshop included key points
of the Official Language Policy and its adoption by the
government. Both workshops were very effective and
staff members of the Centre have enhanced the
usage of Hindi in routine notings / draftings / letters.

Under the Official Language Implementation Program
the Centre facilitated for full time intensive training
programs viz. Prabodh, Praveen and Pragya. The
training was conducted by Shri. Komal Singh,
Assistant Director (Official Language), Hindi Shiksha
Yojana, Chennai. The candidates for the said training
programs included staff members of the centre, other
nearby CSB units i.e. ESSPC and SSPC Hosur, and
other Central Govt. units like Southern Railways,
Central Excise etc.

Two meetings of the Official Language
Implementation Committee were organized under on
30.6.2018 and 14.09.2018 wherein the progress of
work was reviewed and all staff were requested to try
their best to increase the usage of Hindi in routine
official work as mandated. Hindi Day was celebrated
on 14.09.2018 as a cordial day of Indian languages
following which Hindi Fortnight was organized from
14.09.2018 to 29.09.2018 with the support of
scientists / officials / employees and field workers of
ESSPC and SSPC, Hosur. During the Hindi fortnight,
four competitions viz. Correct Writing (300 words),
Noting / Letter Writing, Hindi Varnashakti and
Antakshari were organized. The concluding day of
Hindi fortnight was organized on 29.09.2018 with Shri
Rajanatesan, Senior Hindi Translator, Indian Institute
of Astrophysics, Bengaluru as the Chief Guest and
winners of the various competitions were awarded
prize money.
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VISITORS

Dr. S. Ayyappan Chairman, Research Co-
ordination Committee, Central Silk Board

Dr. S. Ayyappan, Chairman, Research Co-ordination
Committee, Central Silk Board visited the Centre
along with Dr.K.Vijayan, Scientist D, Central Silk
Board, Bengaluru during April 2018. He held
interactions with the scientists and staff and also
visited the germplasm collections and different
sections. He appreciated the work carried out and the
well maintained germplasm collections.

Shri Satish Kumar, Director (Fin.), Central Silk
Board, Bengaluru

During April 2018, Shri Satish Kumar, Director (Fin),
Central Silk Board, Bengaluru also visited the Centre
and held interactions with the scientists and staff. He
also visited different sections and the germplasm
collections, quarters, Guest house and expressed his
appreciation for neat maintenance of the Centre.
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Dr. M. Muthulakshmi,
Scientist-D

Dr. N. Balachandran,
Scientist-D

Dr. G. Thanavendan
Scientist-B
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Supply of mulberry and silkworm genetic
resources

During the period under report, mulberry cuttings of
51 exotic and 350 indigenous accessions were
supplied to different institutes/Universities for different
purposes like research project works, evaluation,
cultivation etc. Similarly, eggs of 17 multivoltine and
19 bivoltine Bombyx mori silkworm accessions were
supplied to indenters for PG research, evaluation,
maintenance of breeds and as breeding resource
materials.
Utilization Of Public Financial
System (PFMS)

The Centre continued the utilize Public Financial
Management System (PFMS) portal
(https://pfms.nic.in) facility for online payment of
bills/salary/wages to vendors and staff/ skilled
workers of this centre.

Management

Utilization of GeM

As per Government of India directives, the Centre
continued  utilization of the GeM  portal
(www.gem.gov.in) facility for procurement of various
items as per requirement.

CSGRC website

During the period under report CSGRC website
(www.csgrc.res.in) has been updated with latest
information and research outcome. The mulberry and
silkworm Researchers/Students and Germplasm
indentors may visit the website for their requirements.

Recognition

Scientist-D and Dr. M.
Muthulakshmi, Scientist-D obtained Ph.D degrees
from the University of Mysuru. Dr. G. Thanavendan,
Scientist-B also obtained Ph.D degree from Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU), Coimbatore.

Dr. N. Balachandran,
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SUPERANNUATION

Dr.Gargi who served as the Director of the Centre
from February 2017 to May 2018 superannuated on
31° May 2018. The officers and staff of the Centre
bid her farewell wishing her a peaceful retired life.
The staff members conveyed their wholehearted
thankfulness to the Director for the facilities created
and appreciated her helpful attitude and interaction
with one and all during her tenure at the Centre.

Smt. Rani, SFW(TS) superannuated on 13.06.2018
after completing 30 years of service in the Board and
19 years at the Centre. The officers and staff bid her
farewell wishing her a peaceful retired life.

During the period under report, four scientists and
one Stenographer were transferred to other CSB
institutes / units. The scientists transferred were
Dr.S.Nivedita (R&S) to CSTRI Bengaluru,
Dr.K.Jhansilakshmi to REC Krishnagiri and
Dr.N.Balachandran and Dr.M.Muthulakshmi to
CSR&TI Mysore. Shri P.C.Burman, stenographer
was transferred to Central Office, CSB Bengaluru on
promotion as Asst. Supdt. The officers and staff
members bid them farewell and wished them all the
best for a bright future in their new innings at the
respective units.
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