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From Director’'s Desk

The Central Sericultural Germplasm
Resources Centre, Hosur continued
mandated activities through
in-house and collaborative
networking research projects. The
activities focused on disease free
conservation of mulberry and
silkworm accessions and their =
evaluation for various agro-climatic and stress
conditions aiming mainly at crop improvement. The
activities also explored avenues for probable value
realization from sericulture by-products.

rw

This Newsletter highlights the salient activities of the
Centre during October 2017 — March 2018.

Dr. Gargi

DIRECTOR

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Seven projects of the Centre and two projects of
different CSB institutes wherein CSGRC Hosur is
collaborator, were implemented. Under collection of
genetic resources, 6 mulberry accessions were
collected from Bidar, Pampore and Arunachal Pradesh
and 9 silkworm accessions from CSR&TI Mysore. A
total of 475 silkworm germplasm stock [Multivoltine —
83 and Bivoltine — 369; Mutants - 23] and 1292
mulberry germplasm stock [Indigenous - 1007; Exotic -
285] were meticulously conserved under disease free
conditions ensuring maximum diversity with emphasis
on their systematic analysis and identification of trait
specific promising accessions. Phase VIII of two
projects viz. one on conservation of mulberry and the
other on silkworm genetic resources were concluded.
Five projects were continued as per milestone and
Phase IX of the two conservation projects as well as
two new projects have been approved by the
Research Advisory Committee of the Centre.

Published by: Dr. Gargi, Director
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MEETINGS

The 36" meeting of the Research Advisory Committee
(RAC) was organized on 14" February 2018 under the
Chairpersonship of Dr. Chandish R. Ballal, Director,
NBAIR, Bengaluru with participation of Members,
Dr.Modhumita Dasgupta, Dr.Anita Koduru
(representing Dr.Sarat Babu) and invitees Dr.Abraham
Varghese and Dr.S.B.Dandin, Members of RCC of
CSB.

Regular monthly review meetings and Research
Council  meetings were held under the
Chairpersonship of Dr.Gargi, Director, CSGRC Hosur
wherein progress of ongoing research projects, new
project proposals and other activities were discussed.

WORKSHOP

A workshop on Mulberry and cocoon by-product
utilization for better value realization was organized
on 20/01/2018 at the Centre. The participants
included scientists/officers/staff of CSGRC, SSPC,
Cold Storage Plant and Eri SSPC, Hosur with some of
the family members.

The guest faculty was
Mrs. Suvidha Raju, Asst.
Professor, NIFT, Kannur
who initiated the workshop
with  a  Power Point
presentation of  various
types of flowers that could
be prepared from dyed

cocoons and their
arrangements.
Subsequently, she [@=

explained and demonstrated |
the technique of choosing
colours for dyeing cocoons

based on the type of

flowers required,
carving out flowers
from coloured

cocoons, arrangement
of flowers, preparation
of accessories from
dyed cocoons etc.
Later each group

prepared different
kinds of flowers,
arrangement of
flowers on painted
mulberry  stumps  /
mulberry stem bases
etc.
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INTERACTIVE SESSIONS WITH

SUBJECT EXPERTS

Two interactive sessions were organized by inviting
subject experts Dr.S.B.Dandin, Laison Officer,
Biodiversity International, Bengaluru (05.01.2018) and
Dr.Richa Varshney, Scientist (Insect Ecology),
NBAIR, Bengaluru (27.1.2018).

Dr. S.B. Dandin gave a Power Point presentation
explaining the importance of management practices
and policy options in safeguarding agricultural and
tree biodiversity to attain sustainable global food and
nutritional security. He informed that due to climate
change, tree biodiversity plays a role in providing
solution to some of the above challenges as it is the
foundation of agriculture, fights pests and diseases
better, mitigates climate risk, improves nutrition,
boosts ecosystem and provides livelihood. He
emphasized that, for any crop to have economic
value it has to be indexed. Once indexing is
achieved, the <crop can be integrated into
development programs and validated to be part of the
solutions to be developed for overcoming the
aforesaid global challenges. Presently emphasis is on
neglected and
under-utilized crops
that have nutritive
value for effective
and economic
solution to
malnutrition, a big
problem world over.
Emphasis is being given to address malnutrition
through spreading awareness on usage of locally
available, seasonal and underutilized fruits and
vegetables which are rich in nutritive aspects and
hence, their popularity has to be enhanced so that
farmers can grow them as crops. In this connection, it
is essential to define the role of sericulture in
ecosystem service by analyzing the nutritive value of
mulberry fruits, the specific traits of silkworms etc.

Dr. Richa Varshney, Scientist (Insect Ecology),
NBAIR, Bengaluru delivered a PowerPoint
presentation on insect bio-control with a brief
introduction on bio-control agents available with
NBAIR, types, production and maintenance
protocols, mass rearing techniques, conservation,
characterization, introduction under field conditions
etc.

CSGRC Newsletter Page 3
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The presentation included various bio-control agents
utilized for controlling mealy bug infestation in
mulberry. Most of the studies on bio-control agents for
control of mulberry pests and diseases like tukra have
proved successful especially in Salem district of Tamil
Nadu. NBAIR, Bengaluru have successfully taken up
ecofriendly management of thrips
(Pseudodendrothrips mori) (Thysanoptera: Thripidae)
on mulberry in Tamil Nadu through RSRS Salem and
its  sub-units.  Chrysoperla  zastrowi  sillemi,
Cryptolaemus montrouzieri, Scymnus coccivora
Trichogramma sp, Nephus sp. and
Acerophagus papayae are some of the parasitoids
supplied for control of pests of mulberry. The
participants including Scientists / Officers / Technical
Assistants of the Centre, Scientists from Eri SSPC,
Hosur and Cold Storage Plant, NSSO Hosur shared
their experiences on bio-control agents and discussed
modalities followed for their propagation in mulberry
plantations and other vegetables. Both the sessions
were very useful and interactive.

LA e

GST

Training on Goods and Service Tax (GST) was
conducted for sericulture stakeholders on 6" October,
2017 at the GST Sewa Kendra, Hosur which was
attended by 30 participants including sericulture
stakeholders, Dr.Gargi Director and Senior Scientists
of CSGRC, staff of ESSPC and SSPC, Hosur. The
trainers from GST Sewa Kendra, Hosur included
Sri K. Arumugam, Superintendent [Technical],
Smt.C.S.Jaya, Junior Superintendent and
Smt. A. Jesinta, Superintendent. Sri Arumugam gave
an overview of GST, its salient features, relevance as
well as benefits with reference to stakeholders. The
training was very interactive and the doubts of the
stakeholders as well as some of the CSB staff were
cleared by the trainers.

Usage of Windostat packages (Ver. 9.2) in
sericultural research and data analysis

A two day “Orientation training on usage of Windostat
packages (ver. 9.2) in sericultural research and data
analysis” was organized at the Centre on 9" & 10"
November 2017 for the scientists of CSGRC, Hosur
and other CSB units in Tamil Nadu and Bengaluru for
better understanding and usage of various statistical
packages viz., Applied statistics, Plant breeding and
genetics, Clustering packs, Multivariate pack and
Animal sciences.
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S U 1w
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The participants included a total of 24 scientists of
various CSB units namely nested units of CSR&TI,
Mysuru i.e. RSRS, Kodathi, RSRS, Salem, REC- Sub
units of Berigai and Trichy; SBRL, Kodathi, SSTL,
Kodathi; NSSO - Cold Storage Plant, SSPC Eri and
CSGRC, Hosur.

Shri Murali Mohan Khetan, Director, Indostat Services
Bengaluru was the resource person who handled
various sessions, explaining and demonstrating the
statistical modules and their components using the self
learning tutorial manual supplied along with the
packages to the participants. CD format of the manual
was also handed over to each participant, which will
help them for clarifications on data analysis pertaining
to their research projects. The data brought by some of
the scientists were statistically analyzed using
appropriate modules and suitable interpretation of the
results was also furnished along with clarification for
queries posed by the scientists. Certificates were
presented to the participants during the concluding
session.

Public Finance Management System (PFMS) -EAT
Module

One day training program on “PFMS- EAT
(Expenditure, Advance and Transfer) Module was
organized on 2 February 2018 for the Adminstrative
Officers / Staff of the Centre and other CSB delegated
units in Tamil Nadu for better understanding and usage
of various modules of PFMS portal (https:/pfms.nic.in).
The trainers included Shri Kumar Jayavardhan, Project
Manager, Shri. Abhishek Kumar and
Shri Ramakrishnan, Operational Managers from State
Project Monitoring Unit (SPMU), PFMS, Chennai who
explained and demonstrated the modules and the
components in each module to the participants. A total
of 22 personnel from various CSB units namely RSRS,
Salem, SSPC, Hosur, Thirupathur, Dharmapuri and P2
Farm Yelagiri Hills and CSGRC, Hosur, participated in
the training programme. The EAT modules of PFMS
were taught using PowerPoint presentation and online
examples were shown to the participants using live
data in the PFMS portal which help in better
understanding. The queries posed by the participants
were clarified by the trainers during each session
which benefitted the participants. During the
concluding session certificates were presented to the
participants.
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OTHER ACTIVITIES

Vigilance awareness week

The Vigilance Awareness Week was conducted by
CSGRC Hosur jointly with Eri SSPC and Cold Storage
Plant, NSSO Hosur from 30.10.17 to 3.11.17. The
program was inaugurated on 30.10.17 with inaugural
address by Dr.Gargi, Director, CSGRC Hosur, pledge
by all participants, reading of messages by Ministers
and other dignitaries followed by essay and elocution
competitions for staff members. 31* October 2017 was
celebrated as National Unity Day and on 1*' Nov. 2017
drawing competition was conducted for school
students. The valedictory function was organized on 3¢
Nov.2017 wherein the Principals of schools were Chief
guests and prizes were awarded to winners of
competitions.

Quami Ekta week

The Centre observed Quami Ekta Saptah involving
other CSB units in Hosur by organizing Linguistic
Harmony day followed by Women’s day on 23/11/2017
and Environment Conservation day on 25/11/2017.
The Director, Dr. Gargi in her inaugural address
briefed about the significance of observing National
Integration week to reinforce the spirit of Communal
Harmony. She also urged the employees to contribute
towards national integration funds to the Govt. of India.
A Poetry competition (any language) was organized to
mark the Linguistic Harmony Day wherein, the
contestants recited poetries in Hindi, Tamil, Kannada,
Malayalam and Telugu. On the occasion of Woman’s
day, a presentation on “Importance of Women in Indian
Society and their role in development of nation-
building” was made by Dr. G. Lokesh, Scientist C,
CSGRC Hosur. Subsequently, a speech competition
was also organized on the same topic for all staff
members followed by prize distribution and singing of
National Anthem. The Environment Conservation day
was observed by planting ornamental plants in front of
the Centre’s Guest House by the Hon’ble Member
Secretary, Central Silk Board,
Shri. Rajit Ranjan Okhandiar, IFoS.
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Visit of Member Secretary to the Centre

Shri. Rajit Ranjan Okhandiar, IFoS, the Hon’ble
Member Secretary, Central Silk Board visited the
Centre on 25/11/2017 and held interactions with the
scientists, officers, staff and Skilled Farm Workers
(SFW). He wurged to explore possibilities for
identification of mulberry accessions suitable for agro-
forestry plantation and utility of mulberry fruits to
combat malnutrition.

Visit to Guest House

The SFW put forth their problems and the Member
Secretary ensured to take up the matter as per Govt.
rules. The Member Secretary visited various
laboratories, computer section, library, administrative
section, rearing houses, mulberry plantations,
grainage, staff quarter area, guest house etc. The
Member Secretary appreciated the upkeep of the
Centre and advised to ensure plantation of economic
trees in the vacant land.

Constitution Day: The Constitution Day of the
country was observed on 25.11.2017 celebrating the
125" Birth Anniversary of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar with
taking of pledge and reading Preamble to the
Constitution.

New Year Day Celebration: The New Year 2018
was welcomed with cutting of cake by the Director,
CSGRC Hosur and staff followed by Director’s
address emphasizing on better implementation of
various activities during the year and congratulated all
members for the forthcoming year.

Republic Day celebration: Celebrated Republic Day
on 26" January, 2018 in the campus with hoisting of
the National Flag and participation of all Scientists,
Officers, Staff members, Skilled Farm Workers and
their family members in the ceremony.
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Official language implementation

Towards implementation of Official language (Hindi),
two workshops were organized on 25.11.2017 and

17.03.2018 jointly with Eri SSPC and Cold Storage
Plant, Hosur. The first workshop consisted of invited
lecture by Dr.Narayana Rao, Senior Hindi Translator,
Central Office, CSB, Bengaluru on introduction of
official language Hindi, simple use of Hindi in daily
government work, importance of the Hindi and its
usage. The second workshop included invited lecture
by Mr. Komal Singh, Assistant Director (RB) of the
Hindi Teaching Scheme, Chennai on introduction of
official language, official language policy, rules,
regulations and implementation as well usage of the
mobile application for Hindi classes i.e. Leela app.
Both the workshops were beneficial as is reflected in
the enhanced usage of Hindi in routine notings and
draftings.

Under the Official Language Orientation Program for
motivating staff members towards increasing the
usage of Hindi in routine official work, Hindi Antakshari
and general quiz programs were organized on
30.11.2017 and 25.01.2018, respectively in which staff
members actively participated. Three meetings of the
Official Language Implementation Committee were
organized on 03.10.2017, 23.12.2017 and 20.03.2018
wherein the progress of work was reviewed. Dr.Gargi,
Director and Dr.Geetha N.Murthy, Scientist-D & Officer
incharge of Hindi Section urged all staff to strive to
enhance the usage of Hindi in routine official work.

Swacchata Pakhwada

The Swachhta Pakhwada was formally inaugurated on
01/03/2018 at CSGRC, Hosur wherein
Dr.M.P. Saravanan, Correspondent and Principal,
Swathi Matriculation Higher Secondary School,
Hosur was the Chief Guest and Mr. Ramkumar,
Secretary of the People’s Society of Hosur (TPSOH)
and Smt. M. Rani, Principal, Govt. High School,
Andhiwadi were invitees. Dr.  Gargi, Director,
CSGRC, Hosur welcomed the Chief Guest, invitees
and participants followed by administration of the
Swachhta Pledge by the participants. The Chief Guest
opined that, CSGRC Hosur is the cleanest campus in
the City and appreciated the Centre’s plan to spread
awareness in villages under Swachh Bharat Abhyaan.
He appealed especially to students to keep their
homes, surrounding areas, streets, school, offices,
towns and cities clean. Subsequently, the invitees
also presented their outlook on Swachch Bharat
Abhiyan  which was followed by elocution
competition for staff members as well as school
students.
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A cleanness drive was undertaken within the campus
on 02/03/2018 and in the open areas and passages
behind staff quarters on 05/03/2018 with participation
of the Director and staff members displaying “Keep
your City Clean and Green” banner at the Main Gate.
Saplings of Terminalia arjuna the host plant of tasar
silkworm Antheraea mylitta were planted in the
demonstration plot for non-mulberry host plants.

On 07/03/208, a Sericulture Farmer's awareness
programme at CSGRC, Hosur wherein
Smt. P. Srivenkadapriya, IAS, Director, DOS, Tamil
Nadu was the Chief Guest, Shri Rajasekar, Regional
Joint Director, Dharmapuri, DOS, Tamil Nadu was the
special invitee and other invitees included
Dr. Rajkumar, Scientist-D, CSB, RSRS Salem;
Professors from TNAU; sericulture farmers from
Hosur and nearby areas and staff from ESSPC,
Hosur. Smt. P. Srivenkadapriya, IAS called upon all
farmers to maintain
cleanliness and
hygiene in and
around their homes
and farms for good
health and
prosperity. She
appreciated the
clean and neat
campus of CSGRC, Hosur and wished all offices and
establishments could maintain such standards of
cleanliness. Thereafter, a power point presentation on
Swachhta awareness was shown and the swachhta
pledge was taken by the participants.

CSGRC Newsletter Page 9
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The International Women’s Day of 2018 was organized
as a part of the Swachhta Pakhwada emphasizing on
the requirement of awareness on sanitation especially
for women in addition to sericulture awareness. The
officers and staff members offered their viewpoints on
celebration of International Women’s Day and
awareness of sanitation especially with respect to rural
women who have least access to toilets. In this
context, a separate toilet facility for women skilled farm
workers is in the final stage of completion and will
soon be handed over to them.

Another Clean and Green Drive was undertaken on
13/03/2018 with participation of all officers and staff
members of the Centre and nearby shop owners. The
program initiated with administration of the swachhta
pledge and subsequently flowering plants were planted
by the shop owners in front of their shops and a sign
board displaying “Keep your City Clean and
Green” was erected with a request to water the plants
regularly and keep the surrounding area clean. Two
bins were handed over for waste segregation.

On 14/03/2018, an Awareness programme on Swachh
Bharat Mission was organised with Dept. of
Sericulture Tamil Nadu at a leading sericultural village
Nerigam of Berigai Taluk which witnessed the
participation of around 50 sericultural farmers and
50 school students of nearby Vvillages. The
Headmasters of Govt. High School, Nerigam and
Govt. Middle School, Gudi Sathana Palli delivered
special address on Swachh Bharath Mission in the
local language, while, CSGRC, Hosur and REC-SU
Berigai scientists spoke on the goals and
objectives of the Mission and the ways and
means to achieve them.
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A speech competition on swachhta was organised in
which about 25 high and middle school level students
took part and prizes were distributed to the winners.
Further, bins with lids for segregating wastes, drinking
water dispenser units with stools and bleaching
powder bag were distributed to both the schools.
Swachhta pledge was taken by all the participants.

g T
- (HHTA PAKHYAD v

o

In the afternoon a health camp was organized at
CSGRC in association with Narayana Hrudayalaya,
Bengaluru.  Dr. Ishthiaque Ahmed, Consultant
Nephrologist explained Common Kidney Problems,
their causes, symptoms as well as treatments
available.

The valedictory function of the Swachhta Pakhwada
and Prize distribution was observed on 15/03/2018
wherein, Dr. S. Bhupathi, Chief Medical Officer, Govt.
Hospital, Hosur, was the Chief Guest and
Smt. Revathi, Teacher, Govt. High School, was the
Special Guest. All staff members of CSGRC,
representatives from Eri-SSPC and SSPC, Hosur, and
students participated. Various programmes carried out
during the Swachhta Pakhwada were highlighted
through a PowerPoint presentation followed by
address by the Chief Guest, Dr. S. Bhupathi as well
as Smt. Revathi and distribution of Prizes and
certificates to the
winners  of  the
elocution comp-
etition. The program
ended with vote of
thanks and
rendering  National
Anthem.
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Ms.Mutsuko Ikeda, Dr. S.Tomita and Dr.N.Komoto from
Co-ordinator, JICA India, New Delhi Japan
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VISITORS

The visiting national level dignitaries included
Shri.Rajit Ranjan Okhandiar, IFS, the Honble
Member Secretary, Central Silk Board and
Smt.P.Srivenkadapriya, IAS, Director, Dept. of
Sericulture, Tamilnadu. The overseas visitors
included Dr. S.Tomita, Leader, New Silk Research
Unit and Dr.N.Komoto, Senior Researcher from
NARO Japan alongwith scientist of CSR&TI Mysore
as well as Ms.Mutsuko lkeda, JOCV Programme
Coordinator, JICA India Office, New Delhi alongwith
JICA volunteer and Mr. Navin Subramanian,
Engineer, Dubai. Further around 378 students visited
CSGRC, Hosur on different occasions to have first
hand information on mulberry and silkworm
biodiversity. Dr. G. Lokesh, Scientist-C and
Shri.G.Thanavendan, Scientist-B guided them and
explained in detail about the sericulture activities of
the centre.

SUPPLY OF MULBERRY AND SILKWORM
GENETIC RESOURCES: Mulberry cuttings of 114
accessions were supplied to indenters from different
institutes/Universities for different purposes like
screening for root rot tolerance, discovery of QTLs,
project works of Ph.D. students, cultivation for fruits
and 209 silkkworm accessions for PG research,
evaluation, maintenance of breeds and as breeding
resource materials.

UTILIZATION OF PUBLIC FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (PFMS): The Centre
continued the utilization of Public Financial
Management System (PFMS) portal
(https://pfms.nic.in) facility for online payment of
bills/salary/wages to vendors and staff/ skilled
workers of this centre.

UTILIZATION OF GeM Portal: As per Government
of India directives, the Centre continued utilization of
the GeM portal (www.gem.gov.in) facility for
procurement of various items as per requirement.
FAREWELL TO RETIRING SCIENTIST/SFW:
Dr.Ambika P.K., Scientist-D was relieved from Board
Service on voluntary retirement and Shri Krishnappa,
SFW on superannuation. The Scientists, Officers,
Staff members and Skilled Farm Workers felicitated
them.
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